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symbol. It had been consecrated by pious Brah-
mans and its use was to draw men's minds to the
greatness and glory of the deity. The boy was not
satisfied and this night is still spoken of by the boy's^
followers as 'Dayanand Bodha Utsava' or the"
spiritual awakening of Dayanand, the name by
which, as will be seen, Mulshankar came to be
known.
The doubts of which the seed had been sown,
grew. They were strengthened, when Mulshankar
was sixteen years old, by the deaths from cholera, of
his younger sister and of his uncle, to both of whom
he was devotedly attached. Ambashankar thought
that it was high time that his son Mulshan-
kar should marry and have done with religious spe-
culation. Mulshankar begged for a respite and
asked to be sent to Benares to study Astronomy
and Physics. This prayer Ambashankar refused,
but he sent Mulshankar to study under a local Pandit,
who lived six miles from Morvi. The Pandit, how-
ever, found that his pupil's mind ran on metaphysics
rather on science and he advised the celebration of
his marriage as soon as possible. Mulshankar, un-
willing to assume the responsibilities of married life,
ran from his father's home. On the way he was
robbed of his money by wandering mendicants, who,
mocking him, they told him that this was a good pre-
paration for abandonment of the world. Nothing
daunted, the boy walked on until at last he met a
sanyasi Lala Bhagat Ram by name, who initiated
him into the order of the Naishti Brahmacharis and
gave him the name of Shudha Chaitanva. A Brahtna-
chari, however, is only a learner and Mulshankar
wished for full initiation. Going towards Sidhapur